Approved minutes September 8, 2006

President Over called the meeting to order at 7:00pm in room 301 of Ag Administration on the campus of PSU.

The State Officers performed opening Ceremonies.

President Over welcomed everyone and started introductions.

In attendance were, Kelly Over, Sarah Wickard, Tyler Rice, Matthew File, Zach Biddle, Aaron Hay, Eric Beiler, Abbie Kuhlman, Clark Oberholtzer, Paul Druckenmiller, Scott Umble, Mr. Heyler, Mr. Fellenbaum, Mr. Dahlhaus, Dr. Richards, Dr. Scanlon, Dr. Ewing, Mr. Irish, Ms. Gray, Ms. Dellinger, Mr. Frederick, Mr. Day, Tiffany Morgan (PSO) Mark Lowery, and Mike Brammer. 

The minutes from the previous Board meeting were presented. Mr. Irish (Biddle) moved to accept the minutes as written. Motion passed.
Mr. Brammer presented the Treasurers report. It will be filed for audit. 

Clark Oberholtzer presented the student treasurers’ report. 

President Over presented a written report on activities the State Officers have been involved with, since the last meeting.

Mr. Brammer presented a written report on his activities since the last board meeting. Discussion also occurred on the following: National Convention housing, Association (Liability) Insurance coverage, State Officer Health Insurance, and recommendations on full audits vs. audit reviews.

Mr. Irish (File) moved to give the Executive Secretary permission to move forward obtaining health insurance coverage at his discretion for the State Officers. Motion passed.

Dr. Richards gave the FFA Foundation report. She reported on the Monsanto and HOSS’s Fore FFA golf tournaments. Discussion on auctions at the tournaments continues with her Board. Having FFA Chapter baskets to auction, being discussed also. May have a new location for the East tournament next year. Over $6,000 in chapter and association support returned from the tournaments.

LaQuinta discount cards coming. Ag Progress Days went great. Record setting year. Thanks to those that helped. Working with Texas FFA on several programs. 6 Chapters involved with Hometown Scholarship program. 

Dr. Scanlon reported that PSU continues to support our programs. He introduced Dr John Ewing who stated he is glad to be back in PA.  
Mr. Day gave the PDE Report. He presented a written report. REMINDER – Program of Activities and Budgets are due to him by November 30 in order to be considered for a superior chapter award. 

PAAE – Mr. Irish reported summer conference went well. He thanked the State Officers for their help and announced the conference for next year will be hosted by Central Columbia. 

Alumni - Mr. Brammer reported the Blue and Gold Ball will be held Sept. 23rd in State College. 

FFA National Officer Candidate, Mark Lowery reported on his activities and training. He asked the Board for their help, suggestions and comments. He has visited with PDA, PDE and the PA Farm Bureau. Hoping to do a mock interview process before convention. 

REGIONAL COORDINATORS
North – Ms. Gray had no report. She did speak about the Susquehanna Expedition and what a great time her son had on the trip. 

South – HACC will be used for regional spring public speaking CDE’s. 

Eastern – Mr. Frederick reported fall regional CDE’s will be held Oct 17 at the Lebanon Expo center. Ag Ed program starting up again at Annville Cleona. Isaac Bucher will be the teacher/advisor.

West – Mr. Kronen was not in attendance.

REPORTS

CDE Committee – Mr. Day provided a written report.

Activities Week – Mr. Brammer provided an income/expense report from short courses for Activities Week.

New CDE payouts/awards – Mr. Irish reported the committee did meet and a recommendation will be made at the next Board meeting. 

FFA License Plates – Mr. Brammer reported plate orders are being taken. Discussion followed about auctioning off the first plate at the Blue and Gold Ball.

Management Committee – Mr. Irish reported the committee met and would like to develop job descriptions and evaluation reports. Also need to show what PDA receives for their support.

Budget Committee – The Budget committee will be meeting on Oct 19 at 6pm at the HOSS’s in State College.

OLD BUSINESS

Tractor Fundraiser – Dr. Richards reported the Foundation Board was made aware of this proposal. An inventory of tractors has been done. John Deere’s’ can be sold for $20 and the New Holland tractor can be sold for $35. The FFA Chapter keeps $5 for each one sold. Delivery of the tractors needs to be worked out. 

Starting time of first general session of convention – Mr. Irish reported on the discussion at the PAAE summer conference. No action taken at this time. 

Fall Leadership Conference – Kelly Over stated no report at this time. The committee still needs to meet and bring a recommendation to the Board. Full committee is now formed. 

PA FFA Apparel – Zach Biddle reported this is an ongoing project and more details will be made available at the next meeting.

Official Dress Policy – Eric Beiler stated that since this is an issue at the National Convention, the State Officers would report at the next Board meeting. 

Small Animal/Vet Tech CDE – Mr. Frederick reported presented all reports pertaining to this CDE that has been tested in the Eastern Region. Mr. Irish (Hay) moved to add this CDE to the 2007 line up at FFA Activities Week. Based on the pay out schedule to be determined at a later date, the winner would go to the Big “E”. Motion passed.
Food Science CDE – Mr. Frederick presented all reports from this committee. Since there are still a few questions concerning this CDE, it was recommended that we bring this back at the next Board meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS

Revised Keystone Degree Application – Mr. Dahlhaus (Hay) moved to accept the newly revised application dated 9-2006. Motion passed. Discussion followed on whether to allow older versions in this years approval process. Mr. Dahlhaus (Biddle) moved to only allow the 9-2006 version starting this year. Motion passed.

Activities Week Dues Deadline proposal was presented by Mr. Frederick. It was decided to discuss at the Fall Regional PAAE meetings before any action is to be taken. 

Mr. Brammer reported there is a possibility that the State Officers will be involved with the Farm Aid concert in Camden NJ. They would be leading educational workshops for other students. 

National Delegate Issues – Sarah Wickard reported on the National delegate issues. A written report was provided and is found at the end of these minutes. 

National Convention Display – Clark Oberholtzer informed the Board of the planned exhibit. He also had a small-scale replica of the intended display.

Next meeting will be Nov 18 at Ken Rhodes Campground in Bedford following the Keystone evaluations the night before. 

The State Officer preformed closing ceremonies and the meeting was adjourned at 10:15pm.

Respectfully submitted, 

Mike Brammer

Pennsylvania FFA

Executive Manager

Eric Beiler

Pennsylvania FFA

State Secretary

Pennsylvania FFA Board of Directors

Activities Week Dues Proposal

The issue: For each of the last two years, FFA “members” were disqualified from participation in FFA Activities Week at Penn State University because when dues rosters were checked, their names were not present.  In many cases this was due to ‘mistakes’ on the part of the chapter advisor.

To alleviate this problem, the following suggestion is made:

1. All registration forms for PA FFA events will include the student membership number. PASSED
2. A ‘tiered’ dues procedure will remain in effect.  When advisors register students for FFA events – such as ACES or SLLC  - whose names do not appear on chapter dues rosters, the advisor will be contacted immediately.  The chapter based on the current date and the ‘tiered’ dues policy will then pay dues. PASSED
3. When students who are registered for FFA week are not found on the chapter dues roster, the chapter will be assessed dues based on the amount from the ‘tiered’ dues procedure.  Dues MUST be paid for these students before FFA Week.  A chapter will be allowed to pay dues for FFA Week participants for 1% of their chapter membership or 2 members, which ever is greater.  In NO case may dues be paid, for an entire CDE team. NO ACTION
National Convention Delegate Committees:

·  C.D.E. Innovation (Kelly &Matt) 

· Discussion Meet

· Public Relation

· Ag Issues

· Turf Grass 

This committee will look into implementing these CDE’s on the National level, but more importantly a system to implement new CDE’s at the National level. 

· Middle School Membership Opportunities ( Tyler) 

· Quiz Bowl 

· Conferences 

· CDE’s 
This committee will look into creating more for the middle school members of our organization including the ones listed above. 

· Create Start- Up Grants for New Chapters (Sarah & Paul) 

This committee will work on a grant program to provide funding for chapters that are forming and need a financial boost to get them going. 

· Female Official Dress (Eric) 

This committee will address the issue of when it is appropriate for females to wear slacks, a returning issue. 

· FFA Bilingual (Zach) 

With growing Hispanic communities this committee will explore the possibility of making FFA bilingual with Spanish.   Including interpreters at National Convention and literature.

· American Star Greenhand & Providing resources for beginning SAE’s (Scott)

Creating more interest areas for Greenhand members creating an American Start Greenhand award.  This committee will also look into resources for students to begin a SAE program.   

