Board Meeting Minutes – September 10, 2004

State FFA President Michael Hess called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. in the Ag. Admin Building of Penn State University.  The State Officers performed opening ceremonies.  In attendance were Michael Hess, Mike Woods, Sarah Quigg, Brian Nailor, Mark Lowery, Tara Miller, Kenny Stanton, Sara Gutshall, Jon Henry, Amy Stauffer, Eric Rubenstein, David Bittner, Bill Kronen, Lydia Everhart, Ron Frederick, Krista Pontius, Annette Gray, Chris Weller, Dianna Dellinger, Robert Leib, Kerry Richards, Dr. Scanlon, Dr. Hoover, Amy Kaucher, Cliff Day, Neil Fellenbaum, Ellen Aurand, Wayne Irish, Sam Heyler, Penny Brammer, and Mike Brammer.  

Mr. Leib introduced the new Board members present. Mr. Wayne Irish – PAAE, Ms. Krista Pontius – Alumni, Mr. Neil Fellenbaum – Eastern Region Teacher Rep., and non board member Mr. Ron Frederick – Eastern Region Coordinator.

Mike Brammer presented the Secretary’s Report.  Sarah Quigg moved to accept the minutes as written. The motion passed.  Motion to concur by Ms. Aurand. The motion passed.

Penny Brammer presented the Treasurer’s Report. The report will be filed for audit.

Kenny Stanton presented the student Treasurer’s Report, outlining the Officers expenses since the last meeting.  

Tara Miller presented the State Association report, which detailed the activities of the State Officers since the last Board meeting.

PSU Report – Dr. Scanlon announced that a new department head search is being conducted since Dr Bowan was promoted to Vice Provost – Academic Affairs. Dr Hoover is the interim department head. The number of students is higher than ever in the department. There were six teachers granted emergency certification to begin the new year.

PDE Report – Mr. Chris Weller reported that there are many changes happening in the department.  Dr. Francis Barnes is the secretary designee of PDE.  Dr. Lee Burkett is the acting Director of Career and Tech Ed. Mr. Cliff Day handed out the revised attendance listings for the Eastern States Exposition and the National FFA Convention trips.  Assistants for CDE’s are needed. Farm Show catalog departments 26-30, were handed out.

PAAE Report – Mr. Wayne Irish had nothing to report.

Foundation Report - Dr. Kerry Richards gave the Foundation Report.  She reported that the golf tournaments went well.  Chapters should have received their 50% of auction proceeds. The winners of the chapter challenge were New Oxford at Lancaster and Elizabethtown at Scotch Valley.  At the Scotch Valley golf tournament, Nancy and Bill Campbell of Hoss’s were presented with the Don Evans Friends of Agriculture Award.  

Ag. Progress Days went very well. We will be running the food booth again at the Farm Show. Chapters are needed again to help out with that. Pennsylvania has a suite at the National Convention again. The Chevy scholarship program didn’t happen this year.  The goal is to have it next year. The foundation is supporting the Alumni’s Blue and Gold Ball to be held on September 25. The limited edition Pennsylvania FFA tractor is a New Holland this year. These tractors will be individually numbered. They should be available by Oct 1, 2004. A much-needed database of our sponsors is being developed.  Rep. Sheila Miller has been successful in developing an Ag Tag for Pennsylvania. Mark Lowery, Western Region FFA VP, will continue to work with his local legislator on this issue. New Foundation officers are, Chris Herr – President, Keith Weigner - 1st VP, Jim Shirk – 2nd VP. 

Alumni Report – Ms. Krista Pontius spoke about the Blue and Gold Ball that will be held on September 25, 2004. There are184 people signed up to attend at this time.  Also, there are seven table sponsors, two dinner sponsors, and 3 chapters signed up.


National Officer Candidate’s Report – Mr. David Bittner reported that there are 42 National Officer Candidates this year, and 12 of those are from the Eastern Region.  He has had meetings with Elio Chiarelli, Dr. Hoover, and Dr. Bowen. David has taken, or will take, two trips to Washington D.C., two to Harrisburg, and he plans to attend a gathering of National Officer Candidates in California. He will be attending the Eastern States Exposition. David is taking 16 credits at Penn State this semester. He wanted to say thank you for all the support that has been given to him since this will be the last board meeting before National Convention. FFA State President, Michael Hess, wished David well in his quest for a National Office.

Executive Manager’s Report – Mr. Mike Brammer stated that his report is in the Board meeting folders. The web site has been updated and revised with a new look. The LPS guide and the Farm Show Scholarship application can now be found on the site.  

Regional Coordinators 


Western – Bill Kronen reported that there was nothing to report.  


North Central – Ms. Annette Gray reported that she doesn’t feel that all the State Officers are necessary at the PAAE conference. She is worried about keeping costs down.


South Central – Ms. Dianna Dellinger reported that there was nothing to report.


Eastern – Mr. Ron Frederick reported that the Eastern Region teachers do not understand the New Star categories.  He also asked if the State Officers, while doing chapter visits, would let the chapter advisors know, if they would like some help with record books, he would be happy to go and help.

Committee Reports


CDE Committee Updates – Mr. Cliff Day reported that all CDE’s on the website are being reviewed and changes made. A handout was passed out that included all the links added to the website. The dress code for individual CDE’s is being sought. A chairperson will be needed for the Talent Contest. The following CDE’s need to be made available for the FFA website, FFA Manual: Agronomy, Environmental & Natural Resources, and Nursery Landscape. An updated list of CDE Chairs will be out soon.

Penn State Activities Week Update– Mrs. Lydia Everhart reported that she didn’t have the final numbers for us. Eight schools still owe money. She had handouts with more information for everyone. Mr. Day thanked her for all the hard work she put into activities week. Everyone applauded her efforts.  

Management Committee Update - Mr. Robert Leib reported that Mr. Frederick was hired as the Eastern Region Coordinator.  He announced that there would be a meeting of the management committee in attendance, immediately following the board meeting.

Old Business

New State Star Categories - Mr. Ron Frederick had a handout about the new state star categories. He wanted the categories clarified because they are unclear. Discussion followed. Category changes prior to Regionals are allowed. There was discussion about approved SAE projects.


Record Book Chairperson Appointment – Mr. Ron Frederick agreed to stay as chairperson of the Record Book CDE. Mr. Frederick asked if there should be a policy on selecting CDE Chairs? No action taken.

Policy Change - Mike Woods moved to make a policy change by striking August 15 and inserting January 1 contained in the National Officer Selection Process section.  The motion passed.  Ms. Aurand moved to concur. The motion passed. 

This was the second vote on this policy change.  IT IS NOW IN EFFECT.

New Business

National Convention Display – Brian Nailor gave details about this years National FFA Convention display. Work is continuing on the project.


National Delegate Issues – Mike Woods and Michael Hess discussed the six topics that will be covered in the delegate sessions at the National FFA Convention. The topics were given as a handout. Additional information will be posted on the web site.


Budget Committee Appointment – Mr. Wayne Irish, Ms. Ellen Aurand, and Mr., Robert Leib volunteered to be on the Budget Committee. 


Legal Chapter Number – There was much discussion on the topic of setting a minimum number of members to be considered a legal chapter. No action was taken on the topic.  

Policy Change – Tara Miller moved to make a policy change by striking the words “February reorganization” and inserting “month of May,” and adding “and shall be chosen by the month of May meeting.  The newly elected officers shall become effective at the first meeting after State Convention.” after the word “terms’ under the “Term of Office” section of the policy manual. The motion passed.  Dr. Scanlon moved to concur.  The motion passed. This is a policy change.  A second vote is required at the next board meeting to put this change into effect.
The new policy will read as follows, 

Term of Office
The President, Secretary and Vice President of the board shall be elected annually at the month of May meeting. The regional teacher representatives shall serve for a term of three years and be limited to two consecutive terms, and shall be chosen by the month of May meeting.  The newly elected officers shall become effective at the first meeting after State Convention.

Proficiency Application Waiver Letter – Ms. Amy Kaucher explained a proposed waiver letter that would accompany each proficiency application.  This letter would waive the ability for the judges to place a proficiency in second place if it is the only one in the category.  Brian Nailor moved to accept the waiver letter as written.  The motion passed. There was no motion from the adult board to concur so the motion was dead.  


Constitutional Amendments - #1 Sarah Quigg moved to adopt the proposed Constitutional Amendment #1 of Article VII that reads, “The President shall appoint the committees that are voted on by the participants at the State Legislative Leadership Conference.  No more than 5 committees, which are issue based, with one standing committee as the Nominating Committee, will make up the delegate sessions at the State Convention.”  The motion passed. A motion to concur was made by Ms. Aurand. The motion passed. 


#2 Mark Lowery moved to adopt the proposed Constitutional Amendment #2, Article II Section F that reads, “A house of delegates will be responsible for conducting the business of the State FFA Association.  Each chapter shall be permitted to send delegates according to the following formula:
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The motion passed.  Mr. Neil Fellenbaum moved to concur.  The motion passed.  

These Constitutional Amendments become effective immediately, as the delegates at the 75th convention have voted to approve.

Record Book Scoring Procedure – Mike Woods moved to accept the proposal as written by the delegate committee that can be found in the delegate minutes.  The motion passed.  Mr. Wayne Irish moved to concur.  The motion passed.

The new procedure will be - The Career Development Event committee proposes that the State Record Book CDE will award medals based on the discretion of individual enterprise committees.  Predetermined FFA advisors will chair these committees.  The chairperson of the State Record Book CDE will form these committees.  We also recommend that the chairperson will form the individual enterprise committees based on a survey sent to all Pennsylvania FFA advisors; similar to that of the State FFA week CDE’s.  
Replace Social Security Numbers on Applications with Membership Number Mr. Ron Frederick voiced concerns about social security numbers being used on forms.  He felt that it was unnecessary and should be removed.  Eric Rubenstein moved to remove Social Security numbers from the Keystone Degree application and the SAE books and replace them with the students’ membership number and to place social security numbers on authorization forms. The vote was 3 in favor, 3 opposed, and the chair cast a no vote therefore the motion failed.  


Ms. Ellen Aurand moved to replace all Social Security numbers on all forms with a membership number.  The motion passed. Brian Nailor moved to concur.  The motion passed.

Announcements and Concerns


Procedure Change – Tara Miller moved to change chapter procedure contest requirements in the handbook under the “CDEs” section by striking the number “4” and inserting the number “3.” The motion passed.  A motion to concur was made by Ms. Ellen Aurand.  The motion passed.  


Change in Allowance of Members – Sarah Quigg moved to adopt the proposed change in the number of members that each chapter can bring to the State Legislative Leadership Conference, as proposed at the 74th state convention, which reads, “Each chapter may have two members in the Senate and three members in the House plus additional members in the House based on the membership guidelines as follows:

Chapters with:

100-149 members may bring 1 additional representative.

150-199 members may bring 2 additional representatives.

200-250 members may bring 3 additional representatives.

251-299 members may bring 4 additional representatives.

300-349 members may bring 5 additional representatives.

350 plus members may bring 6 additional representatives.”

The motion passed. Dr. Scanlon moved to concur.  The motion passed. 

The next meeting will be held at 9:00 a.m. on November 13 at State College.

The meeting was adjourned with regular closing ceremonies at 9:55 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Tara Miller, State FFA Secretary

Mike Brammer, State FFA Executive Manager

