Approved minutes November 18, 2006

President Over called the meeting to order at 8:10am at Friendship Village Campground, Bedford.

The State Officers performed opening Ceremonies.

President Over welcomed everyone and started introductions.

In attendance were, Kelly Over, Sarah Wickard, Tyler Rice, Matthew File, Zach Biddle, Aaron Hay, Eric Beiler, Abbie Kuhlman, Clark Oberholtzer, Paul Druckenmiller, Scott Umble, Mr. Heyler, Mr. Fellenbaum, Mr. Dahlhaus, Mr. Wallace, Ms. Pontius, Ms. Natalie Aurand, Dr. Richards, Dr. Ewing, Ms. Gray, Ms. Dellinger, Mr. Day, Mark Lowery, Penny Brammer and Mike Brammer. 

The minutes from the previous Board meeting were presented. Biddle (Fellenbaum) moved to accept the minutes as written. Motion passed.
Mrs. Brammer presented the Treasurers report. It will be filed for audit. She also gave an update on rosters received to date.  

Clark Oberholtzer presented the student treasurers’ report. 

Eric Beiler presented a written report on activities the State Officers have been involved with, since the last meeting.
Dr. Richards gave the FFA Foundation report. Dr. Richards complimented the State Officers on their visit to Knauss Foods. Foundation Board member Bruce Miller, attended with them. Additional items added to the menu at Farm Show this year. Will need help from chapters. The Foundation was involved in the budget process with the Association. Foundation Board meeting November 20, 4pm Hoss’s in Lititz. 
Dr. Ewing reported enrollment is up in the college of Ag. 81 companies were present for Ag Career Day. The collegiate FFA will be granted their charter at Mid-Winter convention. They had a booth at the National convention. Judging help is available from collegiate FFA. Dr. Ewing also covered the graduate courses being offered for 2007. 5-star consortium will be held this Tuesday in Hershey. 

Mr. Day gave the PDE Report. He presented a written report. 

PAAE – Mr. Irish not present. Ms. Aurand had no report. 

Alumni – Ms. Pontius provided information on the Washington Leadership Conference scholarship. Applications due December 1. Blue and Gold Ball review was given. Jacket program received 186 applications from 35 different chapters this year. Jackets will be awarded at Mid-Winter. Total number yet to be determined pending sponsorships. The state alumni was recognized at the National FFA Alumni convention as 3rd place overall membership growth increase, an increase of 87%. Their Board has been expanded to include representatives from each of the four regions. 

FFA National Officer Candidate, Mark Lowery reported on his experience as the candidate this year. He also thanked those who helped him prepare. He would like to discuss possible changes to our process and recommendations for future candidates. He and Mr. Brammer will get together to discuss.  

Mr. Brammer provided a written report on his activities since the last Board meeting. 

REGIONAL COORDINATORS
South – Ms. Dellinger reported she had fielded questions and Stars judging will be held Tuesday at HOSS’s in Mechanicsburg. 

Eastern – Mr. Frederick had provided a written report in his absence.

West – Mr. Kronen was not in attendance. Mr. Wallace reported Stars selection would occur on Tuesday.

North – Ms. Gray reported Star selection would take place Tuesday. Discussion followed on Northeast chapters being allowed to join the North Central Region. Coordinators are to meet and discuss and bring a proposal to the next Board meeting. Need to look at the entire state. 

REPORTS

CDE Committee – Mr. Day reported Pennsylvania offers 30 CDE’s. We are still in need of a chair for Junior Public Speaking. Announced if chairs have any updates to their CDE’s, please submit to Mr. Brammer for updating the web site. 

Activities Week – Dr. Ewing presented Lydia Everhart’s report. Motion by Dr Richards (Biddle) to provide an adult floor for showers and restrooms that MUST be used by all adults. Motion passed Discussion on parking passes. Mr. Dahlhaus (Hay) moved to increase the cost of parking passes to $18. Motion passed.

New CDE payouts/awards – Mr. Dahlhaus reported a complete and finalized report would be made at the next Board meeting. 

Budget Committee – Mr. Heyler and Mr. Brammer presented the proposed budget for the next years.

Mr. Fellenbaum (Hay) moved to accept. Motion passed.

Discussion on costs at activities week based on rising costs from PSU. Mr. Fellenbaum (File) moved to increase registration fees by $10 for the next two years. Motion passed.

FFA License Plates – Mr. Brammer reported plate orders are still being taken. 

National Convention – Matt File presented an update and a slide show on National convention. He also discussed the outcome of the National delegate issues as they were reported to the delegate body.

OLD BUSINESS

State Officer Insurance – Mr. Brammer reported health insurance for State Officers will not cost as much as was anticipated, but we will still be over budget this year. 

Tractor Fundraiser – Dr. Richards reported the inventory is done. Pictures, pricing and order forms coming soon.

Fall Leadership Conference – Kelly Over asked for the coordinators and regional representatives to give the Officers some feedback on this proposal. Should this be a one-day event by itself? Should this be four (or more) regional conferences? Should this be in conjunction with another meeting for teachers (ex. regional PAAE)? Please report back at the next meeting. 

PA FFA Apparel – Zach Biddle reported this is an ongoing project with additional information to come.

Official Dress Policy – Eric Beiler reported since the National delegates recommended no change to the current policy at the National level, the State Officers recommend no change in Pennsylvania. Tyler Rice (Dahlhaus) moved to make no change to the current policy. Motion passed.

Food Science CDE – Mr. Fellenbaum (Hay) moved to accept this CDE for participation beginning at the 2007 activities week. Motion passed. The first running of this CDE will be limited to 12 teams selected to represent the various FFA regions of PA. First place winners will receive a trip to the National FFA Convention and will receive the same monetary incentive as other teams attending.   

Activities Week Dues Deadline proposal was discussed. (SEE ATTACHED) Ms. Aurand (Hay) moved to accept proposal #1. Motion passed. Mr. Dahlhaus (Beiler) moved to accept proposal #2. Motion passed. Mr. Dahlhaus moved the registration date due to PSU be one week prior to May 1. Mr. Dahlhaus withdrew his motion.  

NEW BUSINESS

Keystone Degree Approvals: Mr. Dahlhaus (Beiler) moved to accept the 223 degree applications reviewed and all others corrected before Dec 5th. Motion passed. 

Record Book Contest – Review of the upcoming contest was done via a written report from Mr. Frederick.

Collegiate Charter – Mr. Brammer reported the Penn State FFA Collegiate Charter would be presented at Mid-Winter convention. 

Mid-Winter update – Mr. Brammer gave an oral update. 

ACES update – Scott Umble gave an oral update. The title of the conference will be “The Adventure Begins.”

SLLC update – Sarah Wickard gave an oral update. Second Year Scholar applications due November 24.

Mr. Brammer reminded the Board at the next meeting, National Officer Candidate selection committee needs to be formed. In addition a Board member representing the North Central Region needs to be named to serve on the State Officer nominating committee. Suggestions were asked for concerning Business and Industry representatives from the East and South Central regions to serve on this committee. 

Next meeting will be March 2 at PSU.

The State Officer performed closing ceremonies and the meeting was adjourned at 11:35am.

Respectfully submitted, 

Mike Brammer

Pennsylvania FFA

Executive Manager

Eric Beiler

Pennsylvania FFA

State Secretary

Pennsylvania FFA Board of Directors

Activities Week Dues Proposal

The issue: For each of the last two years, FFA “members” were disqualified from participation in FFA Activities Week at Penn State University because when dues rosters were checked, their names were not present.  In many cases this was due to ‘mistakes’ on the part of the chapter advisor.

To alleviate this problem, the following suggestion is made:

1. All registration forms for PA FFA events will include the student membership number. PASSED 11/18/06
2. A ‘tiered’ dues procedure will remain in effect.  When advisors register students for FFA events – such as ACES or SLLC  - student names will be checked against chapter dues rosters. If student names do not appear on chapter dues rosters, the advisor will be contacted immediately. Dues will then be paid by the chapter, based on the current date and “tiered” dues policy. Dues for these students MUST be paid before they attend the PA FFA function. PASSED 11/18/06
3. When students who are registered for FFA week are not found on the chapter dues roster, the chapter will be assessed dues based on the amount from the ‘tiered’ dues procedure.  Dues MUST be paid for these students before FFA Week.  A chapter will be allowed to pay dues for FFA Week participants for 1% of their chapter membership or 2 members, which ever is greater.  In NO case may dues be paid, for an entire CDE team. NO ACTION TAKEN 11/18/06

