Minutes

Pennsylvania FFA Board of Directors Meeting

May 2, 2008

PA Department of Agriculture

Meeting called to order at 6:30pm by President Grove. The State Officers performed opening ceremonies followed by a welcome from President Grove and introductions by all in attendance.

Those in attendance were: Sam Heyler, Neil Fellenbaum, John Hines, Wayne Irish, Kerry Richards, Kristina Watson, Cecil Lohr, Ron Frederick, Annette Gray, Cliff Day, Chris Weller, Phil Hoy, Penny Brammer, Mike Brammer, Mike Clark, Valerie Spangler (New Eastern Region Rep), David Steinfelt (New Northern Region Rep), Tiffany Grove, Suzannah Mellinger, Cale Grimes, Kristie Folk, Jason Zimmerman, Keri Schriever, Stephanie Bachman and guest John Snyder from the PA Grange.

Mr. Snyder asked if there were any questions concerning the report he gave at the last meeting about a partnership between the Grange Credit Union and the FFA? Our committee needs to meet to form a recommendation for the Board.

Minutes from the previous meeting were presented by Mike Brammer. Grimes (Hines) moved to approve. Motion passed.

Stephanie Bachman presented a written report of the State Officers activities since the last Board meeting.

Penny Brammer presented the Treasurers’ report.  President Grove stated the report would be filed for audit. Mike Brammer presented a ACES and SLLC income vs. expenses report. 

Dr. Richards presented a report from the FFA Foundation. Golf tournament dates are July 22 (east) and Aug 11 (west). This years’ goal for the million-dollar campaign has been exceeded. A planning (strategic) meeting was held and the Foundation Board will be re-structuring in the near future. Planning for the future is underway.

PSU Report was given by Phil Hoy. Student teachers will be attending the Five Star Consortium in Delaware. Dr. Scanlon is retiring. 

PDE Report was presented by Chris Weller and Cliff Day. Chris reported that Jim Harrold was retiring. Farm Show window displays will be in the large exhibition hall this year. He met with PAAE in regards to Chapter 339. Next summer will start the program reviews for High Schools. Workshops coming. Quiz Bowl teams should notify Mike Brammer or Cliff Day by May 30 if they plan to compete at APD. Mr. Day reported final state winning proficiency applications are due. Farm Show Landscape displays will use the theme, “Garden Party” this year. He would like to see more participation. Large exhibits will again be held. Theme is still to be decided. 

PAAE Report – Mr. Irish had no report.

Alumni Report – Kristina Watson stated those students who received jackets this year still need to send THANK YOU letters. If you are interested in sponsoring a jacket the price is $45. Chapter grant program – Need more participation. Blue and Gold Ball will be held in Harrisburg. Local Tractor Supply stores will allow chapters to set up and sell food for a fundraiser. TS will supply the food. State Alumni elections will occur in June. Ms. Watson is resigning as President as she will be seeking President elect at the National level.

REGIONAL COORDINATORS

Northern Region – Annette Gray reported on her activities.

South Central Region – Written report from Mrs. Dellinger. A letter of resignation was also read. Grimes/Fellenbaum moved to accept the letter of resignation. Motion passed.

Eastern Region – Ron Frederick reported on his activities and discussed other issues from their regional CDE day.

Western Region – Cecil Lohr reported on his activities and stated he was glad to be back.

COMMITTEES

Activities Week Update – Phil Hoy reported 286 have registered to date. No major problems with registration that we know of. Price for commuters was discussed. Should be the same for students and teachers. Dates for 2009 were discussed. Dr. Richards/Zimmerman moved that the dates be June 16-18 for 2009. Motion passed.

New CDE plaque distribution sheet was distributed for 2008. All first and second place teams along with first through third individuals will receive plaques. Money distribution will be reviewed for 2009 along with delegate reimbursement policy and Ag Science Fair payouts. John Hines joined the committee of Day and Irish.

CDE Committee – Mr. Day reported additional updates are still needed from the CDE chairs.

Star Description Committee – Fellenbaum/Folk moved to accept the new description established for the Star categories. Motion passed. Descriptions are attached at the end of the minutes.

State Officer Committee – A written report was provided by chair Kelly Over. Suzannah Mellinger  provided an overview of the report.

OLD BUSINESS

A State Convention update was provided by Jason Zimmerman. Everything is on target. The delegate issues were reviewed.

Mike Brammer provided an update on Honorary Degree recipients and Citation Award winners.

NEW BUSINESS

Mike Brammer reported the State Officer Nominating Committee has been established.

Eight students along with four adults have been selected. Notification has been sent.
Election of Officers  - Grimes/Richards nominated Wayne Irish for President. 
There being no other nominations Motion passed.

Folk/Richards nominated Cliff Wallace for VP. There being no other nominations Motion passed.

These two will assume their duties at the July Board meeting.

American Degree Discussion – President Heyler called for a closed session of the Executive Board at 8:25pm. Richards moved to overturn the decision of the American Degree being denied. Motion passed. Regular meeting reconvened at 8:50pm

Future meeting dates were established pending President Irish’s schedule.

July 9 at PDA – Day time meeting

Sept 5 – Bedford?

Dec 5 – PSU

Feb 27 – PSU

May 8 – PSU

June 17-18 during Activities Week.

President Grove thanked Mr. Heyler and Mr. Fellenbaum for their time served on the board. Dr. Richards thanked the State Officers for their time and the job they performed all year. 

Meeting was adjourned with closing ceremonies at 9:20pm.

Respectfully submitted:

Mike Brammer


Stephanie Bachman

Executive Manager

FFA State Secretary

2-11-08

Star Farmer (Production)--any entrepreneurship program in production agriculture. Production agriculture is defined as raising, breeding, and selling livestock animals/poultry and the products from animals that the student raised (millk, meat, eggs, offspring), or growing and marketing agronomic crops (corn, wheat, soybeans, tobacco, etc.) (An exception is listed under Star in Agribusiness below for horticulture) Only consider entrepreneurial activities in the judging  for this award, even if the student has placement endeavors.

Star in Agribusiness -- any entrepreneurship program in an agriculturally related business not including production enterprises.  The program should be a service to production agriculture such as hauling livestock, a custom harvest business, a lawn mowing business, brokering hay, straw, or livestock that the student did not produce.    Separate enterprises that market value added products of an entrepreneurial enterprise will be eligible.  This could include for example marketing raw milk from your dairy cows or goats, making cheese from milk from your goats, making soap from milk from your animals, baking bread from wheat you grew.  These value added products MUST be a separate enterprise from the production of the raw materials.  Do not include production agriculture enterprises when evaluating for Star in Agribusiness. All businesses that are in the green industry: floriculture, nursery, landscape, horticulture... are under Agribusiness, even if the enterprise seems to fit under the "production" label. (i.e. production greenhouses projects, vegetable production).  Only consider entrepreneurial activities in the judging for this award, even if the student has placement endeavors.
 
Star in Agricultural Placement --work experience-- any Placement SAE whether production related or non-production related, except those which fit under the Star in Agriscience, category below -- Only consider placement activities in the judging for this award, even if the student has entrepreneurial endeavors.

Star in Agriscience / Natural Resources -- any SAE of a research or experimentation nature
or any SAE in natural resources management, including Forest 
Management, Wildlife Management, Environmental Science/Natural 
Resources management.  This may include placement SAE’s in agriscience and natural resources areas. 
