Approved Minutes March 2, 2007
President Over called the meeting to order at 6:30pm in room 301 of Ag Admin at PSU.

The State Officers performed opening Ceremonies.

President Over welcomed everyone.

In attendance were, Kelly Over, Sarah Wickard, Tyler Rice, Matthew File, Eric Beiler, Abbie Kuhlman, Clark Oberholtzer, Paul Druckenmiller, Scott Umble, Mr. Heyler, Mr. Fellenbaum, Mr. Wallace, Mr. Clark, Dr. Richards, Ms. Gray, Ms. Dellinger, Mr. Day, Mr. Frederick, Mr. Irish, Candace Moore, Dr. Scanlon, Lydia Everhart, Kristi Folk and Mike Brammer. 

The minutes from the previous Board meeting were presented. File (Irish) moved to accept the minutes as written. Motion passed.
Mr. Brammer presented the Treasurers report. It will be filed for audit. Mr. Irish (File) moved to approve the new accounting firm Boyer and Ritter. Motion passed.
Clark Oberholtzer presented the student treasurers’ report. 

President Over presented a written report on activities the State Officers have been involved with, since the last meeting.
Dr. Richards gave the FFA Foundation report. Golf tournaments were discussed as the dates have changed. The Eastern tournament will be held at Iron Valley and Fairview golf courses. Date is July 27th. The HOSS’s tournament is scheduled for June 25th at Huntingdon Country Club. Golf calendars have been produced and distributed. Farm show food sales were up. LaQuinta cards are coming. FFA tractors will be offered for sale through local chapters. 

Dr. Scanlon reported enrollment is up in the college of Ag. Advisory meeting will be held March 23 at the Elks Club, State College. Several spring workshops are planned. New recruitment materials are available. 19 student teachers are out this spring.  
Mr. Day gave the PDE Report. He presented a written report. (See attached)
PAAE – Mr. Irish had no report at this time.  

Alumni – Mr. Clark reported the next Blue and Gold will be held November 3rd at the Farm Show complex. 87 FFA Jackets were given out at Mid-Winter convention. Two full scholarships were given for the Washington Leadership Conference. Current membership is at 260. They had a 87% increase – 3rd highest in the nation. The Alumni will be helping at the golf tournaments. Their Board is now the Alumni Council with regional representatives in place.  

REGIONAL COORDINATORS
Eastern – Mr. Frederick - April 18 – CDE day. Question on Ag Issues CDE. Should we continue with this CDE?
Western – Mr. Kronen not in attendance. No report.
North Central – Ms. Gray helped at Mid-Winter convention. April 23 CDE day at Penn College. She also helped at record book judging. 
South Central – Ms. Dellinger provided a written report. (See attached). Comments from the region concerning the jacket presentation – GREAT presentation. 
REPORTS

CDE Updates – Mr. Day reported 2 new CDE’s this year. Food Science and Small Animal Vet Skills. Mark Dietrich will chair the conservation public speaking CDE. Need help on the scoring committee. Teachers MUST HELP where they are assigned. 
Activities Week – Lydia Everhart reported registration will open March 15. Registration will close May 6 with a final deadline of May 10 with a $10 late fee. 
FFA License Plates – Mr. Brammer reported plate orders have been submitted and filled. The Secretary of Agriculture has the number 1 license plate. Orders are still being accepted.  

Fall Leadership Conference – President Over reported information still being obtained with the project moving forward.
PA FFA Apparel – Scott Umble presented design examples. Eric Beiler reported this project is moving forward and we are looking for someone to do the printing and shipping. T-shirts will be the item we start with. 

OLD BUSINESS

Paul Druckenmiller presented a review on Mid-Winter convention. Report is posted on the web site under activity reviews. 
Tyler Rice presented a review for ACES. His report is also on the web site. 

Sarah Wickard presented a review of National FFA week. Her report is posted on the web site. 

Mr. Frederick presented a review of the record book contest. His report is attached to the end of the minutes. 

Matt File gave an update on SLLC.

Kelly Over presented an update on summer convention.

Mr. Brammer gave an update on the Farm Mapping project. Pilots to start at the end of the month. 

NEW BUSINESS

Keystone Degree Requirements – Discussion facilitated by Mr. Frederick and Mr. Day. Suggestions will be brought back to the next Board meeting. 
Regional Re-alignment – After discussing the needs and wants of the chapters involved, Mr. Irish (Beiler) moved to re-align the North, East and Western regions with the following changes: Elk County moved to the west – Wyoming, Lackawanna, Luzerne, Monroe, Pike, Wayne and Susquehanna Counties moved to the North Central – Effective with the new school year – 07-08. Motion passed.

State Nominating committee was discussed. Mr. Heyler will advise Mr. Brammer as to whom the Board representative from the North will be. Mr. Brammer asked for suggestions on business and industry reps from the East and South. 
National Officer Candidate Selection Committee – Dr. Scanlon and Mr. Dahlhaus were appointed from the Board. Date to meet will be established sometime in May. 

OTHER  

Reminder that Honorary and Citation applications are due March 15th. 

Discussion on allowing dues to be paid after May 1.

Mr. Fellenbaum (Umble) moved to approve the following:

When students who are registered for FFA week are not found on the chapter dues roster, the chapter will be assessed dues based on the amount from the ‘tiered’ dues procedure.  Dues MUST be paid for these students before FFA Week.  A chapter will be allowed to pay dues for FFA Week participants for 1% of their chapter membership or 2 members, which ever is greater.  In NO case may dues be paid, for an entire CDE team. 
Motion passed. 

Next meeting will be May 11, 6:30pm at PDA – Harrisburg.
The State Officer performed closing ceremonies and the meeting was adjourned at 9:35pm.

Respectfully submitted, 

Mike Brammer

Pennsylvania FFA

Executive Manager

Eric Beiler

Pennsylvania FFA

State Secretary
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PA Farm Show
Approximately 30% of the over 1,000 Jr Livestock Exhibitors were FFA members


School Demonstration numbers were up

Chapter Window Exhibits –full compliment (17 plus PYFA)

Floral/Horticultural exhibits were up slightly

Landscape (10ft X 15ft) were up from last year  (5 schools)

Ag Science Fair exhibits were down sharply  (only 2)

Growing Technology exhibits from 7 schools

*If you have suggestions that we should consider for the 2008 Farm Show, please let me know in writing before March 15th. 

BCTE Move
The Bureau of Career and Technology Education will be moving to the 11th floor sometime after the 15th of March. Phone number is to remain the same  (717-783-6953) but we won’t know until after the move. As a last resort, if you need to contact me, call my cell phone at 717-333-2329

Program Approval
Continues.   Chapter § 339.30. Student organizations, states:

(a) Recognized student organizations shall be an integral part of the respective vocational education program. Instruction shall provide for the development of human relations skills; knowledge of occupations; leadership competencies and positive attitudes towards fulfilling occupational, civic, social and community responsibilities. 

(b) Student organizations recognized in this Commonwealth are those recognized as vocational student organizations by the United States Department of Education. 

(c) Members of vocational education student organizations shall be under the direct supervision of professional vocational education personnel within the respective vocational education program. 
What impact will this have on FFA membership and Ag Education?

(OVER)

PDE at PAAE
Mr. Weller will be attending the Eastern and Western Reg PAAE Spring meetings.




Mr. Day will cover the North and South Central meetings

Team Ag Ed Report
  Report available at meeting for interested people

FFA Dates
March 15th
American Degree applications are to be postmarked no later than March 15th.  Be sure to include the most recent signed SAE Agreement. ALSO be sure to include my name on the address label because of last item mentioned. We don’t want to lose your applications.


April 15th
Proficiency Applications to Regional Coordinators


April 28th
State Evaluation of Proficiency applicants to be held at PSU. Currently recruiting teachers to serve on Proficiency award Evaluation team. Let me know by April 1st if you can help.

FFA Activities 
2007 CDE Chair persons List has been updated. ALL CDEs have a 

Week
 Chair person.  We are encouraging all teachers attending FFA Week to sign up for a committee responsibility before April 1st.

2007 PA FFA State Record Book Summary and Suggestions

1. A total of 818 record books were scored.  These books represented 67 schools and 37 counties.

2. 2. A total of  about 52 teachers were involved in the scoring as well as the student teachers.

3. Certificates have been printed.  Where possible they were distributed at the 2nd ACES session.  Others were mailed by Penn State.  Those that needed to be corrected were corrected and mailed.

4. A total of  197 gold medals were awarded.

A total of  246 silver medals were awarded.

A total of  177 bronze medals were awarded.

158 entries received no medal award.

5. County, FFA regional and state award winners were selected for the “Farm Credit” Awards.  County winners receive a check from the FFA Foundation.  Regional and state winners are recognized on stage at FFA Week in June and will receive checks from “Farm Credit”.

6. Conservation winners were selected by the PA Game commission.  They will receive a framed certificate from the Game Commission and a check from the FFA Foundation.

SUGGESTIONS

1. All new scorecards will be developed.  They will be more in the style of a rubric.  Scorecards will be removed from the templates on the state websites.  The folder of scorecards has already been removed.

2. There will be changes in the inventory pages for employment and entrepreneurship.  A center column has been added to help identify what net worth category inventory items should be assigned to.  The codes are also explained on the net worth page.  Additionally net worth pages like those in the conservation templates, but with the addition of a code column, will be added to the practicum skills and improvement record book sections.

3. Special conditions pages will be added to the practicum skills and improvement sections and will be numbered appropriately.

4. Score cards for 2008 will list these added pages and changes as optional with no point value.  Points will be assessed in 2009 for these changes.  Additionally all record book templates will be re-dated.

5. There was extensive discussion of pages P-1 and P-2. Everyone liked the changes in format of these pages.  These pages will require sentences in the future.  

6. Diaries again drew much discussion.  While many are reluctant to require sentences, it is felt that the quality of diaries must REALLY improve.  We also feel this is an area that can be highlighted when administrators asks what an ag teacher is doing to help with writing skills.  

7. Minimum hours acceptable for the state competition for both practicum skills and employment records will be 30 hours.  That would allow a student who started a record book in September to still compete in the state competition.

8. On agreement pages, if the % ownership does NOT agree with the % profit or loss there should be an explanation in the special conditions section on the agreement page and perhaps further explanation on the special conditions page.

9. Enterprise names should be the same as on the electronic entry system.  Codes will be eliminated from the cover.

10. It was requested that the FFA membership number should be dropped from the cover.  However, if we will be requiring this number on registration forms – ACES, SLLC, FFA WEEK, etc then It is my opinion that this number should also appear on the cover.

11. Under special records, ALL enterprises should include a photo showing the FFA member with an appropriate caption and a date  that will agree with a diary entry.  OTHER RECORDS should also be included.  Examples include receipts, newspaper clippings, class handouts that are appropriate, sale bills, etc.

12. Agreement pages in all enterprises need to be in ink – all parts of these pages, not just the signatures.  All signatures throughout the record books must be in ink.

13. On page L-1 the discovery degree will be added.  Students will also be asked to list the years of membership, by calendar year.

14. On pages where the student may have no entries, the word NONE or N/A must be entered.  This should also be explained on the special conditions page.

15. Because of these and other changes, the power points will be up-dated and made available to ALL teachers.

16. The electronic analysis sheets will also be made available to all teachers.

17. We will develop a folder for the website answering commonly asked questions.
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Dellinger Report
Attended the PA Farm Show, State SAE Record Book CDE, and ACES

Made contacts for planning SC Regional Public Speaking – Thursday, April 26th at HACC beginning at 9:00 AM  

Other public speaking dates:  

AFY – March 15

CDP – ?

BBF –  ?

HJM – ?

Upcoming events:  

Regional Proficiency Judging – March 28th at 4:15 PM at TBA

Respectfully submitted,

Dianna

