Approved Minutes July 9, 2008

Pennsylvania FFA Board of Directors

Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture

Greetings from PDA by Jean Lonie, prior to the start of the meeting

Meeting called to order by PJ Adam, FFA State President at 1pm. In attendance was, PJ Adam, Tyler Witter, Hannah Wentworth, Laura Machmer, Abe Mellinger, Tim Mihoerck, Grace Gutshall, Britney Marsh, Andy Fisher, Lance Waybright, Jared Smith, Tiffany Grove, Wayne Irish, Cliff Wallace, John Hines, Valerie Spangler, Tracy Hoover, Annette Gray, Ron Frederick, Cecil Lohr, Cliff Day, Chris Weller, Phil Hoy, and Mike Brammer.

Welcome and introductions were made along with instructions by Board President Wayne Irish.

Minutes of the previous meeting were presented. Hines/Witter moved to accept the minutes from May 2 and June 11-12. Motion passed.

Mike Brammer presented the Treasurers report. Report will be filed for audit.

Grace Gutshall presented a written report of the State Officers Activities.
FFA Foundation provided a written report presented by Mike Brammer.

Dr. Hoover presented the PSU report. Two positions are open – Teacher Educator and Leadership education.

Chris Weller presented the PDE report. He and Mr Day met with the new FFA State Officers. Curriculum component for SAE being developed. Mr. Day reported September 30 is the deadline for the large exhibits at Farm Show. ALL applications for National convention and Farm Show will be electronic.

PAAE report provided by Wayne Irish. He congratulated the new officer team and reminded everyone of the upcoming teachers conference July 14-17. 

Tiffany Grove, National Officer Candidate gave an oral report on her activities. She is studying hard and will be attending the Alumni State Leaders conference. Any help from anyone is appreciated. She is excited to represent PA at the National FFA convention. 

REGIONAL COORDINATORS

Western – Cecil Lohr reported he is glad to host the officers in the western region and will be attending the Western PA Leadership Conference. 

Northern – Annette Gray reported the new chapters in the Northern Region will be active in the Bloomsburg Fair. 

South Central – John Hines reported we are still looking for a coordinator.

Eastern – Ron Frederick reported on his activities.

COMMITTEES

Activities Week – Phil Hoy lead discussion on the 2009 Activities Week dates. Spangler/ Mihoerck moved to set the 2009 dates June 9-11. Motion passed. Financial report on Activities Week was provided.

CDE Committee – Mr. Day reported a review of the week will take place at the teachers’ conference. Discussion was held on paying the certification fee for ALL CDE’s. We have three CDE’s that we did not qualify teams for during Activities Week. Hines/Mellinger moved to send the high scoring members to National Convention and second high to the Big E in Farm Business Management with the teams paying their way and the Association paying the certification fee. Motion passed. Discussion followed on the other CDE’s and certification fees. Marsh/Grove moved to pay the certification fee for all CDE’s at National convention and the Big E. Motion passed. Further discussion revealed a policy needs to be established for this area. 
OLD BUSINESS

Summer convention review was given by Tiffany Grove. She also reviewed with the Board the delegates report. She then thanked the Board on behalf of last year’s team for all of their support. Delegate report attached at the end of the minutes. 

NEW BUSINESS

Letters of appeal – Spangler/Mellinger moved to reimburse Bethlehem AVTS and Forbes Road $130.00 each due to emergency situations keeping their students from attending. Motion passed. 

Letter from WB Saul – Adam/Wentworth moved to form a diversity committee. Motion passed. Members of the committee will be: Ron Frederick, Britney Marsh and Hannah Wentworth. Discussion followed on diversity training and diversity workshops at conferences. Mike Brammer will send a letter of response. 

BLAST-OFF training reported on by Tyler Witter. Tyler presented a written and verbal report.

Proposed dates of future meetings: 

Sept 5 – Bedford


Dec 5 – PSU


Feb 27 – PSU


May 1 – PDA


June 10-11 – During Activities Week



(ALL meetings are at 6:30pm except June 10-11)

Mike Brammer covered National FFA Issues with the Board for informational purposes. 


Constitutional amendments for 2008 – National Dues increase, Degree requirements increase, new community service component, and ratification of states for constitutional amendments are all to be discussed in October at the National Convention.

Budget Committee was informed there needed to be a meeting soon.

The State Officers performed closing ceremonies and the meeting was adjourned at 3:25pm.

Respectfully submitted, 

Mike Brammer
Mike Brammer    

2008 STATE DELEGATE REPORT
Increase the number of second year scholars

The committee presented the following report to the delegate body:

The committee recommends that the number of second year scholars at SLLC remain at six.  The committee also moved to add five individuals to serve as second year scholars for both weekends of ACES.

Reasons for the change:

1)
The second year scholars will apply by application, the application will consist of

sections for SLLC and ACES.  Members may rank their choices of the two conferences.  

2)
Applicants may apply for both positions but may only receive one.  Both sets of Second year scholars will be chosen at the same time.

3)
The Scholars will assist the state officers with the workshops. In the workshop rotation there should be a mixture of past state officers and second year scholars at these workshops.

4)
There will then be a total of 11 second year scholars at between ACES and SLLC.  The responsibilities of the second year scholars will stay the same.

Submitted by: Caleb Grove (Shippensburg FFA), committee chair



Corin Fuhrman (Elizabethtown FFA), committee secretary

Restructure and Revise the Format for Mid-Winter Convention

The committee presented the following report to the delegate body:

1)
To take a five minute intermission after the Keystone Degree recipients for two regions have been announced to allow spectators to leave if desired.

2)
To split the optional dismissal of the four regions into two groups: Eastern and Western, and South-central and Northern, with the dismissal of these groups rotating each year.

3)
To announce the state Stars at the very end of the program.  

4)
To suggest that the State Association arrange for more seating on the floor of the arena.

5)
To have extra plain programs created for the spectators in the stands.

6)
To place the names of the Keystone Degree recipients into a drawing to win a chain at the end of the program.  However only recipients who are present may win.

Reasons for the change:

      1) Many parents are unable to hear their children’s names and take pictures.  

      2) Many spectators leave in the middle of the program and are extremely disruptive.  

      3) There in not enough seating in the current arena.

Submitted by: Marissa Reynolds (Twin Valley FFA), committee chair



Danielle Willard (Tri-Valley FFA), committee secretary

Create a Pennsylvania Recruitment Video

The committee presented the following report to the delegate body:


The committee recommends that the Pennsylvania FFA develop a recruitment video for agricultural education and FFA in order to promote the FFA association and continually increase membership.

Reasons for the change:

1)
The committee would consist of two past state officers, one current state officer, one board member, and an advisor.

2)
Ask for funding by alumni, and foundation sponsorship, and a grant.

3)
Written by the committee, and a raffle to be given at a conference

4)
A list of the contents which will appear in the video.

5)
A list of how the completed recruitment video will be used

6)
That there would be two videos; one seven minutes and the other 15 minutes long.

Submitted by: Sarah Wilson (Laurel FFA), committee chair



Ivana Gonzalez (Philadelphia FFA), committee secretary

Proficiency Award Program Revision

The committee presented the following report to the delegate body:

1.
Allow each of the four regions to select, at most, three representatives to represent the respective region at the state level. 

2.
Four state finalists will be selected at the state competition from the regional representatives and each receives $25.00.

3.
A state winner will be chosen from the four state finalists, receive a $250.00, and represent Pennsylvania at nationals, provided that the application complies with the appropriate standards.

Reasons for the change:

1)
It is necessary to maintain a regional level to eliminate volume of applications being judged at the state competition.

2)
Creates a larger pool of applications to choose the most qualified state finalists.

3)
It creates the possibility of having more than one finalist from the same region and/or chapter, but does not guarantee it.

Submitted by: Katelynn Curtis (West Perry FFA), committee chair



Tiffany Oyler (Chambersburg FFA), committee secretary

Time of Year Activities Week is Held

The committee presented the following report at the delegate body:

1)
That the State Convention be held the third or fourth week in June.

2)
Due to possible scheduling conflicts with Penn State, it is necessary to further research other potential locations for State Convention to be held.

Reasons for the change:

1)
June is the most suitable month for the upcoming State Convention due to conflicts in July and August with sport camps, vacations, and fairs.  The fall is also a conflict because of the start of the academic year and other activities such as fall sports and National Convention.  Spring is an important time of year for students taking PSSA’s, SAT’s, and awaiting college acceptances.  

2)
If the date were to be changed conflicts would arise with the proficiency and state officer application process.

3)
While the committee strongly supports June as the most fitting month for Activities Week, we feel that the first three weeks of June conflict heavily with finals, teacher grade submissions, and graduation events.

Submitted by: Amelia Mengel (Kutztown FFA), committee chair



Heather Dean (West Greene FFA), committee secretary

