Approved Board Minutes - December 4, 2009

The December 2009 board meeting was called to order by President Molly Walmer at 6:45 in room 210 of the Ferguson Building at PSU.

Opening Ceremonies were conducted by the State Officer team. Those in attendance were Molly Walmer, Brittany Wilmer, Billy Boring, Caleb Wright, Allison Hoover, Sam Barrick-Poust, Heather Miller, Alex Spease, Coty Covert, Billy Saylor, Mike Brammer, Penny Brammer, Cliff Day, Gretchen Dingman, Ronald Frederick, Sherisa Nailor, Kelly Bier, Wayne Irish, Daniel Foster, Annette Gray, Kerry Richards, Cecil Lohr, John Hines, PJ Adam, Cliff Wallace, and Tracy Hoover. 

The minutes from the previous meeting were presented by Mike Brammer. Hines/Hoover moved to accept the minutes. The motion carried. 

Financial reports were presented  by Mike and Penny Brammer. Mike Brammer also presented the Executive Managers written report.

The State Officer Activity Report was presented by Samantha Barrick-Poust.  A written report was provided.

FFA Foundation report was presented by Kerry Richards. Dr. Richards reported on Ag Progress Days, Farm Show, FFA Emblem Video, Internal Appeals Campaign with Pfizer, Leadership Lights, a musical CD, and the Budget.

PDE report was presented by Cliff Day. Mr. Day reported on Farm Show, the Regional Stars, and the Garden Expo.

PDA report was presented by Mr. Brammer. Jean Lonie had submitted a written report that highlighted Farm City Day, the Budget, FFA County Reimbursements, Ag and Rural Youth Grants, and Acting Secretary Redding's confirmation hearing.

FFA Alumni report was presented by Sherisa Nailor. Mrs. Nailor mentioned that the Blue and Gold ball was held October 3rd with an estimated $5,000 profit from the event. The Hoss's night was held the following Tuesday the 6th. Approximately 600 people ate at Hoss's and supported the Alumni's Jacket Campaign with approximately $1,200 in profit from the event. Mrs. Nailor also mentioned the donation of the Toyota Truck from Al Wenger of HACC, who received the award from PAAE and NAAE. The truck will be donated to the Central Pennsylvania Food Bank. There are plans to hold a food drive at ACES and Farm Show to fill to truck to donate the food as well to the Central Pennsylvania Food Bank. It was also brought up that the Alumni is planning to create an Ag Ed Family T-Shirt. They will have the emblems of many organizations that support Agricultural Education in Pennsylvania.  The Alumni plans to sell the shirts for either $12 or $15. 

PSU report was presented by Dr. Foster and Dr. Hoover. Dr. Foster reported that 13 Collegiate FFA members and 3 University Staff traveled to National Convention. They helped with a variety of events including CDEs, State Photos, and the Penn State booth at the Career Show. He also expressed an interest in increasing the partnership between FFA and Penn State. Ten student teachers are preparing to head out to schools and start teaching. He had also mentioned that Phil Hoy had changed positions. Amy Gregor will be filling this position. Dr. Hoover had highlighted many of the different awards that Penn State Staff and Collegiate FFA members had received.

Mr. Irish presented the PAAE Report. He reported on the concerns of some of the frustrations that he had seen that some of the teachers were having. Mr. Irish encouraged the board to keep up with communicating between FFA and teachers.
Regional Coordinators

Kelly Bier gave the South Central Region Report. It was reported that there were approximately 90 Keystone Degrees from the South Central Region. The Regional Speaking date was set for April 9th at HACC. It was then established that manuscripts would then be due March 29th. 

The Eastern Region Report was given by Ronald Frederick. Mr. Frederick reported that they as well were down in the number of Keystone applications coming from their region. Approximately 475 members competed in 8 different CDEs at the Fall CDE Competition. January 30 is the slated date for the South Eastern Pennsylvania Leadership Conference. There was a question as to whether this conference would qualify for Regional Leadership Money. Mr. Frederick also mentioned that DVC has asked what they need to do to get a spot on the board. 

For the Western Region, Cecil Lohr gave the report. Mr. Lohr reported that the Regional Speaking CDE's are set for April 7th at the Cranberry Church. 

The Northern Region Report was given by Annette Gray. Mrs. Gray gave a report on their Keystone Reviews. She had mentioned that the Northern Region does not have a Star for AgriScience. She had stressed to the board to remind students that Natural Resources also counts for this Star category. 

Committees

State Officer Committee Report was presented by Mr. Brammer. Kelly Over had submitted a written report to the board.

Activities Week/CDE's Report was given by Cliff Day. It was reported that there was a meeting scheduled for Mr. Day and DVC to see how they can get more involved. Cliff Day also brought up a question that arose on team make-up when a team is sent to National Convention and the Big E. Mr. Brammer reported that individual meals can be done, but are not recommended. It was also said that they must be done as chapters and not each individual student. There is an expected 4% increase for the budget for Activities Week this year.

Cliff Day reported on the Keystone Degree Application Committee and Appeals. Mr. Day highlighted that before the board meeting, all but two members of the committee met to go over the appeals. The committee has taken action and one appeal from Wilmington was approved. ALL other appeals were rejected. The committee plans to make changes to the application and the process before next year.

Electronic Record Book Committee report was presented by Dr. Hoover. Dr. Hoover went over a written report.

There was no report on the Middle School/Home School/Cyber School FFA Chapter Committee. 
Old Business

A NLCSO Review was presented by Coty Covert. A written report was presented.

Billy Boring present a report on National Convention. A written report was presented.

Mr. Frederick started the membership growth discussion. State Officers shared different things they have seen as they travel to different chapters. Teachers as well shared experiences they have seen to be successful. Mr. Frederick will publish the list of ideas of ways to increase membership.
Miller/Nailor moved to take a five minute recess. The motion carried.

The meeting reconvened.

Mr. Day presented two new charters for board approval. The charters were for the SVRCS (Sugar Valley Rural Charter School) FFA in Loganton, PA and Upper Darby FFA. Miller/Adam moved to accept the charters. The motion carried.

Mr. Brammer then presented the list of Keystone Applications for approval. Hoover/Nailor moved to accept 246 Keystone Applications. The motion carried.

Mr. Brammer also presented the list of Special Parent Awards and Honorary Keystone Degree Recipients for Approval. Wright/Wallace moved to accept 15 Honorary Keystone Degrees and 5 Special Parent Awards. The motion carried.

A Mid-Winter Convention Preview was presented by Heather Miller. She emphasized the change of date and time. Mid-Winter Convention will be held Monday at 2:00 p.m. in the Large Arena. Acting Secretary Redding is scheduled to come. PCN TV will be receiving an award at the event as well. The convention should be done by 4:00 p.m. 

An ACES Preview was presented by Caleb Wright. A written report accompanied the report.

Heather Miller introduced a new proposal for an FFA Knowledge Contest. She reported that the Officer team is currently working on the proposal. There is already a teacher who is willing to serve as chair. The officer team foresees it being a low-cost contest for first year members.

Other

Mr. Irish suggested we reactivate the same budget committee that worked on the 2008-2009 budget. Adam/Miller made the motion to reenact the same budget committee that worked on the 2008-2009 budget. The motion carried.

Wayne Irish also mentioned that the Keystone Review Committee should be formed to review and change the process and application as seen fit. Nailor/Hoover moved to reinstate the same committee that approved the Keystones this year to review and recommend changes to  the process and application. Motion passed.
Mike Brammer reported that Pennsylvania will be hosting a National Officer during National FFA Week. The officer will be accompanied by one National Staff and will be here from Sunday through Friday during National FFA Week. The board had no objections to Pennsylvania hosting the National Officer.

Mike Brammer also reported that he had met with the State College Spikes who hope to put on an Ag Night.  This will happen the last Saturday of August. They hope to have different commodities represented with the Secretary of Agriculture present. This can be turned into a fundraiser with different tiers for prizes. No objections were discussed. Mr. Brammer will move forward with this idea.
Closing Ceremonies were held and the meeting was adjourned at 10 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Mike Brammer

Samantha Barrick-Poust

Caleb Wright
Mike Brammer - FFA Executive Manager

Samantha Barrick-Poust - FFA State Secretary

Caleb Wright - FFA South Central Region Vice President

