Approved Minutes December 5, 2008

Pennsylvania FFA Board of Directors

6:30pm – PSU – ASI Room 118

Meeting called to order by PJ Adam, FFA State President at 6:30pm. In attendance was, PJ Adam, Tyler Witter, Hannah Wentworth, Laura Machmer, Abe Mellinger, Tim Mihoerck, Grace Gutshall, Britney Marsh, Andy Fisher, Lance Waybright, Jared Smith, Wayne Irish, Cliff Wallace, John Hines, Valerie Spangler, David Steinfelt, Tracy Hoover, Annette Gray, Cecil Lohr, Kerry Richards, Jean Lonie and Mike Brammer. Also in attendance was guest D. Brian Gray.

The minutes from the previous meeting were provided by Mike Brammer. Mihoerck/Hines moved to accept the minutes as presented. Motion passed.

The treasurer and financial reports were provided by Mike Brammer. The report will be filed for audit.

An activity report from Mike Brammer was also provided. 

Grace Gutshall, FFA State Secretary reviewed the State Officers activities since the last meeting. A written report was provided.

Foundation report was given by Kerry Richards. State grant cut by $11,000 total. The Foundation is working on a new web site. Farm Show food booth will also partner with Orchard Freeze – Thanks to all who signed up to work. Two golf tournaments will be held again this year.

The FFA Alumni provided a written report. Mike Brammer reviewed the report with the Board. 

PDA – Jean Lonie was in attendance and provided an update on Farm Show, Women in Ag Day event, and the upcoming Ag and Rural Youth Grant reviews. 

PSU – Tracy Hoover reported enrollment in the college of Ag Science is up 8%. Marketing campaign seems to be working. Interviews are currently being held for the “Leadership” position and the “Teacher Ed” position interviews should be the third week of January. Other positions are still being considered (Dean of the College of Ag and a Senior Associate Dean)

PDE – No one in attendance – No report.

PAAE – Wayne Irish reported all regional meetings were held and FFA issues were discussed at each one. 

REGIONAL COORDINATORS

Kelly Bier was not in attendance but provided dates for when manuscripts are due in the region – April 1

Also the regional public speaking and parliamentary procedure CDE’s will be held April 14 at HACC – Harrisburg

Ron Frederick – Not in attendance – ATTENDING the NAAE Conference in Nashville TN. - No report.

Cecil Lohr reported on his activities. (West Region PAAE meeting, Keystone evaluations, star interviews)

Annette Gray reported on her activities. (Keystone evaluations, National Convention)

COMMITTEES

Activities week – Steinfelt/Mellinger moved to hold the Ag Issues Forum CDE on Wednesday instead of Tuesday. Motion passed.

CDE Payouts – John Hines presented the committees report. Wallace/Wentworth moved to accept the report with a recommended 2010 date for implementation depending on the budget. Motion passed.

Diversity – Laura Machmer reported the State Officer team had met with Dr. Ingram at PSU (Diversity Education Professor) and will be conducting workshops at ACES on diversity. Dr. Ingram provided the Officers with some great ideas on how to teach diversity with hands on teaching.

Budget – After discussion on the proposed budgets for 2009-10 and 2010-11, President Irish announced the budget committee and the Foundation folks need to meet before the next Board of Directors meeting in February.

OLD BUSINESS

Proficiency Procedure/Policy change – After discussion, Mihoerck/Hines moved that each region can select up to three proficiency applications to represent their region at the state level judging in each of the Proficiency categories. 

Four state finalists (If enough applications are submitted) will then be selected at the state competition from all regional applications in their respective category and each finalist will receive $25.00. 

A state winner will then be chosen from the state finalists in each category and will receive $250.00 and represent Pennsylvania at the National competition, provided that the application complies with the appropriate standards set forth in our policy manual.

Motion passed. This NEEDS to be voted on a second time in the next Board meeting.

National Convention review was presented by Laura Machmer. A written report was provided.

NEW BUSINESS

New Charters – Motion by Witter/Wallace to accept Technical College High School and Bangor High School as two new charters to be presented at Mid-Winter convention. Motion Passed.

Mid-Winter Convention preview was presented by Tyler Witter. A written report was provided.

Keystone Degree Approval – Mellinger/Richards moved to accept all 300 Keystone Degree applicants as approved. Motion passed. Mike Brammer added that Andy Rill from Wirehead Technologies will once again sponsor the charms. He has been invited to attend and hand out the charms.

Discussion also followed on the evaluation process. Adam/Fisher moved to appoint a committee of 2 adults and 3 student officers to review the process for 2010. Motion passed.  President Irish appointed the following to the committee: Ron Frederick (Chair), Annette Gray, PJ Adam, Andy Fisher, Britney Marsh.

Discussion also followed on an electronic web based record book that ties the information to Degree and Proficiency applications. Mike Brammer will provide additional details, hopefully at the ACES conference.
Speech writing and delivery training – Britney Marsh reported on the training to State Officers on speech writing and delivery with Rhett Laubach. A written report was provided. 

ACES preview – Abe Mellinger provided an oral report about the upcoming ACES Conference – “Life Is A Highway”. Permission was asked to allow one chapter from New York to attend at a higher conference cost than Pennsylvania members – There were no objections. 

OTHER

Jean Lonie spoke about the Secretaries of Ag, Ed and L&I meeting to discuss the high priority occupations list in the near future. She also mentioned the CASE project and the need for teachers in PA to be pilot programs. 

Discussion on Cyber Schools and home schooled students and finding a way to allow them to have Agriculture Education and FFA membership.  

Next meeting will be held February 27th, 2009 – at PSU.

The meeting was adjourned with closing ceremonies by the State Officers at 9pm.

Respectfully submitted, 

Mike Brammer

Mike Brammer – Executive Manager

Grace Gutshall

Grace Gutshall – State FFA Secretary
