FFA Board Meeting Minutes – May 14, 2004

            State FFA President Eric Rubenstein called the meeting to order at 6:30pm in room 309 of the Department of Agriculture. The State Officers performed opening ceremonies.

The following were in attendance: Eric Rubenstein, Robert Leib, Bernie Nace, Eric Chamberlin, Amy Kaucher, Jason Klouser, Heather Sisto, Laura Grove, Brian Oberholtzer, Becky Hedges, Amber Frank, Melissa Sankey, Dr. Scanlon, Mr. Day, Mr. Heyler, Mr. Lohr, Ms. Aurand, Mr. Kline, Ms. Gray, Ms. Everhart, Valerie Spangler, David Bittner, Kristina Watson, Penny Brammer, and Mike Brammer.
 
            The minutes from the previous board meeting were presented. Eric Chamberlin moved to approve as written. Motion passed. Ms. Aurand moved to concur. Motion passed.
 
            Penny Brammer presented the Treasurers’ report. Filed for audit.
 
Eric Chamberlin presented the students treasurers’ report.
            
Eric Rubenstein presented the Officers Association report.
 
            Foundation Report – Mike Brammer reported that the Foundation is still waiting to hear the approval of the Chevy Truck promo. Mr. Kline reported that  scholarship monies that the chapters earned is being paid as requested. Golf Tournaments are scheduled, and their next board meeting will be Monday at 5:30pm. August 29th is FFA day at Nazareth Speedway.

            
            PSU Report – Dr. Scanlon reported that effective July 1, Dr. Blannie Bowen would become the Universities Associate Provost. He also stated that FCLPD would probably not be held anymore. University graduation is to be held May 15th. The department has 10 graduates. Lydia Everhart then introduced Valerie Spangler.

 
            PDE Report – Mr. Day reported that there were many openings at the Department of Education. He also stated that people within the department that attended a recent event where the State Officers were at, were very impressed with their actions and the way they conducted themselves
 
            PAAE Report – Mr. Kline stated the PAAE conference planning is underway. He will accept PAAE scholarship applications at activities week.
 
            Mike Brammer presented his report of activities since the last board meeting.
 
            State Alumni – Kristina Watson was present and is now the new State President of the FFA Alumni. She reported that officers have been announced to get the organization started. They are: Kristina – President, Sherisa Brammer – Vice-President – Mike Clark – Secretary – Krista Pontius – Treasurer – Cody Holden – Member at large. They are looking forward to working with the foundation, the members, and the advisors. Kristina reported they need local affiliates. They will help anyone get one started. Their will be a membership drive coming….her goal is ot have 1,000 members in one year. A scholarship for the Washington Leadership conference is coming out. This will be a $450 value. Kristina will be attending the Leadership Conference for Alumni in Omaha Nebraska, July 27 – August 1. In conjunction with the Foundation, the alumni are planning a “Blue and Gold” ball to be held September 25, 2004 at the Farm Show complex banquet hall. A lot of discussion about costs, and details involved. More information will be coming soon.
 
REGIONAL COORDINATORS
 
Western  - Mr. Kronen was not present.

North Central – Ms. Gray reported that CDE day was completed.

Eastern – No report – Still looking for a coordinator.

South Central – Not present – No report.

 
COMMITTEES

CDE – Mr. Day reported there are new chairs for the Ag Mechanics, Dairy Foods, Farm Business Management, Poultry, Ag Issues, and Chapter Application CDE’s. There will be seven Ag Issues teams.

Activities Week – Lydia Everhart reported there were approximately 80   FFA chapters registered for activities week.

Summer Convention – Laura Grove gave a written report on the Officers update about convention. Everything is on schedule and the Officers will be ready.

OLD BUSINESS

Amy Kaucher moved to realign the Star categories to coincide with National FFA’s. (Originally postponed from the last meeting) Motion passed. Dr. Scanlon moved to concur. Motion passed by a hand vote of 7 in favor and 2 against from the adult board.

THIS WILL NOW BE THE NEW POLICY FOR THE 2004-05 YEAR.

David Bittner moved to change the eligibility requirements for the Junior prepared speaking CDE, as listed in the hand out. (Hand out is attached) This change would allow 8-9-10th graders to participate in Jr. prepared, one year only, even if they have competed in creed the prior year, TO BE IMPLEMENTED FOR THE 2004-05 year. Motion passed. Jason Klouser moved to concur. Motion passed. NEW POLICY FOR THE 2004-05 YEAR.

American degree discussion. Mr Day reported that Andrew Herr would be Pennsylvania’s star candidate at Nationals. 63 applicants will be submitted.

NEW BUSINESS

Foundation Re-imbursement Procedure – Mr Kline reported this is happening as they are requested.


American Degree Reviews – Amber Frank quoted the policy manual on the minimum qualifications for receiving this degree…Lengthy discussion. One application in question will be submitted to Mr Kevin Keith.


Proficiency awards and Record book awards program were reviewed by Amy Kaucher as they will be presented to the delegates at convention. 


Eric Rubenstein reviewed the three Constitutional change proposals that will be submitted to the delegates. Two are being submitted by the state officer team, and one is being submitted by Clearfield FFA.


Mr. Leib gave a Farm Show update. His report is attached below.


Mr. Day reported that the issue involving whether Pennsylvania should continue to have a Chaplain position, is still being reviewed by PDE.


The next Board meeting after activities week was set for June 25 at 10am in the Ag Administration building at PSU.


Eric Rubenstein thanked the board for everything over the past year. He stated the Officer team had enjoyed being a part of the board and knew the Association was in good hands.


Meeting was adjourned with closing ceremonies at 9pm.
Respectfully Submitted,

Mike Brammer

Pennsylvania FFA

Executive Manager

FARM SHOW REPORT BY MR. LEIB.

Larry Weaver informed me that all the requests that we made were accepted by the premium list committee.

To recap:

nose print cards will be changed to reflect two responsible signatures

no aerosols for fitting cattle

increase classes of market goats to 9

sell an additional 12 market goats (total of 36) 

combine classes of market lamb other breeds into wool (white face) and meat (black face)

use breed classifier to determine breed of market lambs - no more registration papers.

addition of three wool breed classes

LIMIT THE NUMBER OF PIGS, LAMBS, GOATS AND STEERS an exhibitor can nominate to the FS to TWO (instead of 4 currently for lambs and pigs).

Bob Leib, FFA Advisor

Cumberland Valley High School

(717) 506-3467

Fax: (717) 506-3925

FFA..."We are the Future For Agriculture!"
