Board Meeting Minutes – June 25, 2004

State FFA President Michael Hess called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m. in the Agricultural Sciences Building of Penn State University.  The State Officers performed opening ceremonies.  In attendance were Michael Hess, Mike Woods, Sarah Quigg, Brian Nailor, Mark Lowery, Tara Miller, Kenny Stanton, Sara Gutshall, Jon Henry, Amy Stauffer, Eric Rubenstein, David Bittner, Dianna Dellinger, Lydia Everhart, Valerie Spangler, Tiffany Hoy, Krista Pontius, Wayne Irish, Annette Gray, Ellen Aurand, Robert Leib, Kerry Richards, Mrs. Anderson, Cliff Day, Penny Brammer, and Mike Brammer.  

Mr. Leib started introductions and also gave the new Officers instructions as to how the board works.

Mike Brammer presented the Secretary’s Report.  Sarah Quigg moved to accept the minutes as written.  The motion passed.  Motion to concur was made by Eric Rubenstein.  The motion passed.

Penny Brammer presented the Treasurer’s Report.  It was placed on file subject to audit.  

Michael Hess and Tara Miller presented the State Association Report verbally and in writing. They reported on the teams Blast-Off activities and training to date. 

Foundation Report - Dr. Kerry Richards gave the Foundation Report.  She stated that there are 260 FFA tractors left to sell in the state. The new tractor models should be out early September.  Dr. Richards also spoke about the possibility of a fundraiser involving Chevrolet.  Any chapters that were not reimbursed for scholarships will be receiving their money.  The golf tournaments have had a good response.  The Lancaster tournament is almost full and New Holland has signed up as a sponsor.


PSU Report – Ms. Tiffany Hoy reported that Traci Hoover is the interim department head of Ag and Ext. Ed. Dr. Bowen has been appointed as the Vice-Provost/Academic Affairs of the University. There will be 15 agriculture education students that are going to student teach in the spring of 2005. Not including freshman, there will be 53 students in Ag and Ext this fall with 47 in Ag Science. The fall leadership conference (FCLPD) will not be held again this year.  


PDE Report – Mr. Cliff Day reported that Mr. Weller is doing well after his hip replacement surgery. He will be out for at least six weeks. PDE has several openings in the Bureau of Career and Technical Education. Anyone interested should complete the civil service application. Ag teachers need to sign up for the Governors Institutes in reading, math, and writing. 


PAAE Report – Ms. Krista Pontius spoke about the upcoming PAAE Conference in Somerset County.  She also said that Marty Heyler is the president elect of the PAAE and will become the president in two weeks at the summer conference.


Executive Manager’s Report – Mr. Mike Brammer said that there were some annual reports still available.  The commemorative “Living the Legacy” print will be available on the internet.  


National Officer Candidate’s Report – Mr. David Bittner wanted to thank the teachers that helped him and the selection committee that chose him as our national officer candidate. He has been meeting with Elio Chiarelli.  The deadline to enter as a candidate is August 1st.  David will be going to Washington D.C. July 28.

Alumni Report – Ms. Krista Pontius spoke about the Washington Leadership Conference scholarship that went to Brian Nailor.  Kristina Watson, president of the Alumni Association, will be attending the National Alumni Leadership Conference in July.  The Alumni Association will be holding the Blue and Gold Ball on September 25 as a fundraiser for the alumni, in conjunction with the Foundation.  

Regional Coordinators 


Western – There was no one present to give a report.


North Central – Ms. Annette Gray reported that there was nothing to report.


South Central – Ms. Dianna Dellinger spoke about the technical issues in Eisenhower Auditorium. There was a rumor that A.C.E.S. was being held in a different hotel.  It will be in the same hotel, but the hotel name has changed to Wyndham.  There were questions as to if the Keystone Degree Application cover page should be changed to adjust to the policy change made concerning state stars.  Mr. Brammer will make the change. The Farm Show window display exhibit size requirements have been changed.  There have been concerns about summer convention CDE’s being held over two days. 


Eastern – Mrs. Anderson and Mr. Cliff Day represented the Eastern Region.  The Eastern Region will be meeting at Yoder’s on July 16th to plan their year. The status of the Eastern Region Coordinator was discussed.  

Committee Reports


Penn State Activities Week – Ms. Lydia Everhart reported that activities week went well.  Boxed lunches were a great idea.  There needs to be more training on the scantron machine. Only three CDE’s are currently using the system.  A new chairperson for the talent CDE needs to be found.  Bills are starting to be paid off from the event.  By September there should be a breakdown of expenses from summer convention and activities week.  Next week there will be a follow-up meeting with the housing department to discuss changes for next year. Dates for the 2005 activities week is, June 14-16. A question about dress code for the CDE’s was asked. There needs to be a specific dress code for all CDE’s.

Ms. Tiffany Hoy said that CDE chairpersons should retain their contestants as long as possible to keep kids from getting into trouble.  There was an incident with water balloons that the Association might be billed for. Mr. Robert Leib brought up the idea of cutting activities week down to two days.  The vendors were not happy with the student response this year. Mr. Cliff Day addressed the issue of plaque distribution. All CDE’s need to be evaluated as to the distribution of plaques. Mr. Robert Leib mentioned cell phones as being a problem during convention.  

Summer Convention Follow-up – Mr. Mike Brammer announced that a results book from activities week is needed in his office.  He also thanked Ms. Everhart for her work and reported he had heard check-in went smoothly.  Seating chart problems need to be fixed for next year. A meeting will be held with the folks at Eisenhower soon to discuss the technical difficulties that were experienced this year. 

CDE Committee Updates – Mr. Cliff Day reported, information on the web page needs to be updated. Committee Chairpersons need to submit updates. 

Ag. Progress Days – Mike Woods and Mark Lowery reported on the exhibit the State Officers are creating.  Ideas are still needed.  The kiddy corn pool that was planned will no longer be used.  

Old Business

Mr. Cliff Day brought the board up to date on the American Degree applications.  There are 63 applicants from Pennsylvania. On July 15 we will know the results. There are five honorary degree nominations. One VIP citation application has been submitted for Enos Heisey.

New Business


Policy Change - Mike Woods moved to make a policy change by striking August 15 and inserting January 1 in the National Officer Selection Process section of the policy manual.  The motion passed.  Ms. Aurand moved to concur.  The motion passed. 
This policy change will allow letters of intent to be submitted January 1 instead of August 15.

This is a policy change.  A second vote is required at the next board meeting to put this change into effect.


Delegate Recommendations - Eric Rubenstein reported verbally and in writing on the delegate sessions at summer convention. The current State Officer team will review all recommendations from the delegates with follow-up recommendations presented to the board.


Appointment of Eastern Region Representative – Mr. Cliff Day reported that the Eastern Region agriculture teachers will be receiving nomination forms.  From there, ballots will be sent out, and by September, we will know who will be serving the last two years of Mr. Cecil Lohr’s three year term. 


Record Book Chairperson Discussion – Mr. Robert Leib said that someone needs to check with Mr. Fredrick to see if he wants to continue to chair the contest. When interviews for the coordinators position are held, they will ask.


Management Committee Discussion – Mr. Robert Leib appointed a new management committee. The members are, Krista Pontius (PAAE), Larry Way (PAAE), Kristina Watson (PDA), Dennis Scanlon (PSU), Chris Weller or Cliff Day (PDE) and himself as the Board President. The first committee meeting will be to select a new Eastern Region Coordinator. This needs to be done within two weeks.

Calendar of Events Update – Mr. Mike Brammer asked for updates to the calendar so the web site could be updated.

Establish Meeting Dates – The board has decided on the following dates, times, and places to hold the board meetings this year.  The following was decided upon:

September 10 

6:30 p.m.
State College

November 13

9:00 a.m.
State College

March 4

6:30 p.m.
State College

April 1


6:30 p.m.
Harrisburg - PDA

May 13

6:30 p.m.
State College

Announcements or Concerns – Mr. Day gave some information about the “Big E.” He also reported there are 14 proficiencies, one talent, one chorus, and one band application that will be sent to National FFA for this years convention. We are still looking for a Marketing Plan CDE team to go to Nationals.  

The meeting was adjourned with regular closing ceremonies at 12:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Tara Miller – FFA State Secretary

Mike Brammer – Executive Manager

