
2009 Western PA Leadership Conference/PAAE Conference

The annual WPLC conference was held in the western region at Lake Conneaut on July 9-10th. Members and advisors had the pleasure of staying in the so called “haunted” Lake Conneaut Hotel, which dates back to the early 1900‘s. Students spent two days learning about teamwork, leadership, and what they truly want to get out of their FFA experience. 
On Thursday, the students sat through three workshops about leadership which were led by National Officer Candidate Brittany Marsh and former State Officer Mike Woods. Students also sat through a workshop about financing led by the manager of a local bank.  In the afternoon, after completion of the first set of workshops, they then were treated to a beach party on the beach of the lake. Volleyball, corn hole, and swimming were three favorites. What would an FFA conference be without dancing? A local DJ played music to entertain students as well. A fire was built, and students enjoyed ghost stories while munching on S’mores and marshmallows. The state officer team held reflections based on the theme of the conference, and challenged students to figure out what got them “hooked” on the FFA, and to “Hook” others. 
On Friday morning, the state officers conducted a series of workshops on the beach to enhance team building. One workshop was a marshmallow and linguine tower, which was judged on how tall they could get it to go without falling. Other workshops included having to flip a tarp while standing on it, a human scavenger hunt, and putting a puzzle together while blindfolded. After a brief summary of the workshops of the morning, students were then released to go home. Members seemed to have had a blast! 

Upon completion of WPLC, the state officer team, along with teachers in the western region geared up for the PAAE conference. On Monday afternoon, teachers began arriving ready to dive into a week of educational fun. Teachers were able to sit through workshops on pesticides, meet vendors, and learn about new technology. Everyone was able to participate in one of three tours. A manufacturing tour which toured three local plants, included Channelock, a plastic factory, and Dad’s Dog Food was enjoyed by all. The Plant tour we were able to learn all about plants and green roofs. The third tour was a production tour, which toured three local farms, which included a chicken farm and a dairy farm. After the tours were concluded, buses continued towards Presque isle, lake Erie, where teachers were treated to a delicious meal. Before everyone was taken back to the hotel, teachers were able to feed massive amounts of carp on lake Pymatuning. Once back at the hotel and we were able to enjoy a free night. On Wednesday, teachers were able to participate in hands on workshops. Some of these workshops included welding, concrete finishing, brick-laying, beekeeping, livestock fitting, and boating. Teachers that participated in the boating were able to earn their certification, but at a cost. They had to pass a swim test, sink a canoe and then save the canoe, and switch places in the canoe. All of these things were completed while other teachers watched from the shore. After the conference banquet we were treated to a live band that played at the club overlooking the lake. There was also a ghost tour that traveled through the hotel that teachers could participate in if they so chose. On the final day, teachers sat through two different meetings. They were then free to go. 
We would like to give a big thank you to the teachers of the western region for so graciously hosting both of these conferences. You were great hosts and hostesses!

