ACES 2010

On February 13th through the 14th, and on February 20th through the 21st, over 1,115 FFA members, advisors and guests met at the Sheraton Harrisburg Hershey Hotel for ACES. An estimated 600 individuals were in attendance on the first weekend, with approximately 500 individuals in attendance on the second weekend.

The theme this year was, “All Aboard.”

Upon arrival at the Hotel, members were greeted by Past State Officers and current State Officers. They were able to drop off canned goods as well. Approximately 3,300 pounds of food was collected between the two weekends. After turning in their canned goods, advisors traveled into the Pennsylvania Suite to register with Mrs. Penny Brammer, the Regional VP’s, and a group of volunteers gracious enough to help out. 

The Conference officially started at 12:40 with Opening Ceremonies by the State Officers. Molly Walmer gave a welcome and introduced the Past State Officers who were selected to come back and do workshops. Denise Sanner, the newly elected President of the Pennsylvania Young Farmers’ Association, then addressed the group. Rules were demonstrated through a Power Point, which Molly Walmer went over. Groups were then dismissed to the different workshops. Members “Cruised with Cooperatives” as they “Sailed the Seven Seas” and also learned that the sea is “Not Just Fish”. They also learned how to “Build a Stronger Harbor” as they went “All Aboard the USS FFA”. But none of this happened without “The Captains Handbook for Lookin’ Good”. Once the workshops were done, members were able to check into their hotel rooms and get ready for dinner which was at 6:30.

After dinner, there were two speakers. Dr. Foster from Penn State introduced us to the Who-Pow, as Jean Lonie from the Department of Ag gave us greetings from Secretary Redding and mentioned the positive discussions that Secretary Redding had with the First Lady Michele Obama. 

Later that night, everyone enjoyed the dance, “All Hands on Deck,” and listened to reflections prepared by the State Officers that were based off the song, “If Today Was Your Last Day,” by Nickleback.

On Sunday morning, Praise n’ Puppets, did part of their show for the time of inspiration. After a buffet breakfast, members broke into Regional Workshops to discuss membership recruitment and retention. After coming back together, the Conference was adjourned.

