2009 State Presidents’ Conference (SPC)
On a cloudy Tuesday morning July 21st, Molly and Tyler departed from Lancaster county and traveled to Washington DC for the State President’s Conference. "SPC" is a week long event that includes all of the State FFA Presidents and Vice Presidents from across the nation. As soon as we arrived we spotted blue jackets. There were so many cool people that we got to meet and mingle with. It was a blast! After going through registration we were shuffled into a small room for a picture………with the National Officers! That’s right within 15 minutes we had already met face to face with all of the National Officers. Right away things were looking pretty good. As the day went on we met even more officers as everyone arrived. Tuesday evening we all got Metro cards and made our way to the Iwo Jima Memorial to watch the Sunset Parade. We even got a picture with the whole battalion of Marines. It was an awesome sight and we got some great photos.
Wednesday morning after breakfast we traveled to the Department of Education to hear a speech given by none other than the Secretary of Agriculture himself, Mr. Tom Vilsack. After hearing Seretary Vilsack’s speech we walked to Capitol Hill to visit with our Congressman. Even though we only had one visit scheduled with Mr. Tim Holden we stopped at as many offices as possible. Upon returning to the hotel we began our delegate work. It was an amazing feeling knowing that our votes really make a difference and that we were representing the entire state of Pennsylvania. Out of seventeen issues submitted, six were chosen to be discussed at the National Convention in October.

After breakfast on Thursday we chose what delegate committee we wanted to serve on. When the delegate work was finished, we all went to Arlington National Cemetery via the Metro to watch the Changing of the Guard at the Tomb of The Unknown Soldier. It was a very humbling experience to say the least. 

Friday morning brought the final delegate meetings. After lunch we had the entire afternoon to tour DC. We visited the Air and Space museum and various other monuments. We all met at the Ronald Reagan International Trade Center for dinner and departed from there for a night tour of Washington. From the Lincoln Memorial to the Vietnam War Memorial, to the Washington Monument everything was more spectacular at night. As we ended with reflections on the lawn of the Capitol Building the events of the entire week ran through our mind.

When we left on Saturday morning we took with us not only new friendships and appreciation for the time we spent together but a sense of pride that we represent the great state of Pennsylvania and its’ members. All in all, the week was simply amazing!

