2009 NLCSO

(National Leadership Conference for State Officers)

Every year state officers from all over the country gather at their nearest host state and have their yearly NLCSO (National Leadership Conference for State Officers). NLCSO is a conference for state officers that are facilitated by two of our six national Officers which in this case they were Riley Branch and Regina Holliday. Over this four day conference state officers learn how to better themselves and their individual teams by learning how to effectively work as a team.  
The conference held in our home state of Pennsylvania at the Wyndham Hotel in Gettysburg had ten different workshops designed to teach state officers how they can work together and use each other’s strengths to better their state associations for the members. While NLCSO was a lot of work and learning it was also fun and exciting. Not only did we get learn how to be better state officers but, we also got to take the other states officers who were from VA, MA, WV, NJ, and DE, to several awesome events over the four days. 
With the start of the conference we had a lot of work to be done so we spent the whole day getting started on our workshops, setting goals for our teams and getting to know each other and our national officers. On Monday the second day of the conference we got to take a tour of Gettysburg battle field where we got to see some of Pennsylvania’s amazing history and learn about just how the battle went as though we were there on those fateful July days in 1863. After a great tour of Gettysburg national park we were given the privilege of enjoying a wonderful meal at Gettysburg area high school with the local Battlefield FFA chapter and given a small tour of their Agriculture program and facilities by some of their chapter’s members. On Wednesday we had another amazing day of workshops and fun with our national officers followed by an awesome dinner and an awards ceremony where a number of humorous awards were given to the different states for their participation during the conference. Ms. Jean Lonie from the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture joined us and presented a wonderful challenge to all in attendance! When dinner was over we given time to change and then we rocked the house with an awesome dance for all the state officers. The next morning we finished up our workshops and bid a fond farewell to our national officers who had to catch a flight to Indianapolis to prepare for our national convention. Several of the states then accompanied the Pennsylvania team to take a tour of the home of our own 2008 state sentinel Lance Waybright Mason Dixon farms just outside of Gettysburg. We took a small look at the massive dairy operation at Mason Dixon forms and where given a look at their revolutionary robotic milking units. After our tour we said our final goodbyes to the other state officers and headed home.  
NLCSO was an amazing conference that taught us all how to be better state officers for our members and helped us all take one more step “Beyond The Blue”.
