BLAST – OFF 2009
The Monday following state convention we headed to Wenger’s cabin for the week. During our week we traveled daily to and from the Holiday Inn in Grantville for BLAST OFF training. (Building Leaders And Strong Teams of Officers) During our BLAST OFF training we spent all day with our BLAST OFF trainer Jesse Eller from California. Every session started with us trying to play hacky sack and some good music. From morning to night we worked on everything that would help us better ourselves to serve our members. We spent our first day discussing what we wanted to get out of this year and what we could personally do to achieve that goal this year.

During our sessions we spent time working on ourselves and discovering our own personal strengths. We each had to come up with our own personal mission statement that we could carry with us throughout the year stating the goal that we wish to accomplish this year. Our next few sessions focused on presentations. We each had the opportunity to present workshops to the team the way we would present them to members as well as speeches and work on our strengths and weaknesses.

Other than public speaking we were taught other things that would help us throughout the year as state officers such as how to work with our sponsors, how to explain FFA , even how to pack properly when traveling.

Our week at BLAST OFF was fun and we enjoyed it. When it came to an end we were sad it was over, but we were excited to get out into the world and use what we had learned. Our whole team can agree that we had fun with Jesse during our week at BLAST OFF, but we know we are ready to serve the members this year with the skills we learned during BLAST OFF.

